
“Take Care of the Immigrant Girls”
by Maureen O’Rourke Murphy 

Vol. 27, No. 2 May–July 2017

Newsletter of the 

Irish Family History Forum 

NGS Local Society Newsletter Award Winner 2013 and Runner-up 2014-2016 

“Take care of the immigrant girls” were the last 

words of Rev. John J. Riordan (1851-1887), the son 

of Cork immigrants who founded the Mission of Our 

Lady of the Rosary for the Protection of Irish Immi-

grant Girls on October 1, 1883. For over seventy 

years, the Mission looked after 

the needs of more than 

100,000 Irish immigrant wom-

en who passed through the 

Port of New York. The Irish 

Mission at Watson House, a 

project of the Battery Heritage 

Foundation, has created a web-

site, www.watsonhouse.org, 

that describes the work of the 

Mission and provides docu-

mentation for some 45,000 

immigrant women who were 

given room and board, assis-

tance with contacting family 

and friends, and help traveling from New York to 

their final destinations. The Mission also found em-

ployment for some 12,000.  

     The inspiration for the Mission came from Char-

lotte Grace O’Brien, daughter of the Young Irelander 

William Smith O’Brien, who was transported to Van 

Diemen’s Land for his part in the unsuccessful Ris-

ing of 1848. Like most unmarried sisters of the time, 

she raised her widowed broth-

er’s children until they went off 

to school; then she settled 

down to devote herself to writ-

ing. In 1881, she wrote two 

articles critical of emigration: 

“Eighty Years” and “The Emi-

gration and the Waste-Land 

Clauses”; however, a realist, 

she committed herself to im-

proving conditions for emi-

grants on both sides of the At-

lantic. 

     Inspired by reading J. F. 

McGuire’s The Irish in Amer- 

ica, O’Brien visited the emigrant ships in Queens-

town (Cobh) harbor and lobbied for reconfiguring 

See Immigrant Girls, p. 9 

 
MAY 20  Critical Thinking in Genealogy 

A lot of fuss has been made over the 

Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS), 

which aims to raise the level of work 

performed by genealogists. But does 

the GPS discuss anything about how to 

think? Not really. In this talk, Ron Ar-

ons will present ideas from leading 

thinkers in the fields of critical think-

ing and creativity and show you how to improve 

your thinking abilities to solve genealogical prob-

lems--and to deal with many other aspects of your 

life as well. Arons, who has given over 400 genealo-

gy presentations worldwide, is the author of The 

Jews of Sing Sing and Mind Maps for Genealogy. 

JUNE 17  Surrogate's Court and Its Records 
Attorney and genealogist Guy 

Fairstein will discuss surrogate 

court proceedings, in which dece-

dents' estates are dealt with, as well 

as the records generated that may 

be useful to genealogists. Fairstein 

is the treasurer of the Westchester 

County Genealogical Society.  

The Irish Mission at Watson House 
Courtesy of the Battery Heritage Foundation 

http://www.watsonhouse.org/
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About Our Meetings 

General meetings of the Irish Family History Forum  

are usually held on the third Saturday of the month, 

from September to November and January to June,  

in the Bethpage Public Library, 47 Powell Ave.,  

Bethpage, NY. There is ample parking directly oppo-

site the library. Light refreshments are served. Every-

one is welcome.   

Meeting Schedule* 

10:00 a.m.  Genealogy Tips with Kathleen McGee 

10:45  Coffee break and Ask the Experts program 

11:15  Speaker presentation 

*Subject to change. See p. 1 for specific meeting details. 

 

CONTACT THE FORUM 

Events: events@ifhf.org   

General information: info@ifhf.org 

Librarian: library@ifhf.org 

Newsletter editor: newsletter@ifhf.org 

Programs: programs@ifhf.org 

Publicity chair: press@ifhf.org 

Webmaster: website@ifhf.org  

http://www.ifhf.org
http://www.facebook.com/IrishFamilyHistoryForum
mailto:info@ifhf.org
mailto:library@ifhf.org
mailto:newsletter@ifhf.org
mailto:press@ifhf.org
mailto:website@ifhf.org
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Letter to the Editor 

What’s in the Forum’s Library Collection? 

History remembers only the celebrated,  

genealogy remembers them all. 

—Laurence Overmire 

To my Irish friends: 

I just wanted to thank the Board and the volunteers 

for the terrific job you are doing for the Forum.   

Each quarter I eagerly await the Newsletter, espe-

cially the Research Tips and Recommended Books. 

One of the things I love about a career in genealo-

gy is that the field is never static, you cannot know 

it all as “new” is always being added. Your publi-

cation keeps me abreast of what is changing in 

New York and in Irish research. So thank you. 

—Suzanne McVetty, CG, FGBS, Forum charter 

member 

 

News of Our Members 

On Monday, May 8, at 11 a.m., Education Director 

Kathleen McGee will talk about genealogy on  

C. W. Post radio, 88.1 FM. Livestream available at 

www.wcwp.org. In March, Kathleen gave a talk on 

discovering your Irish heritage at the Harborfields 

Library in Greenlawn, NY. 

     Terry Koch-Bostic will discuss city directories 

on May 13 at the National Genealogical Society 

Family History Conference in Raleigh, NC.  

     Compassionate Stranger: Asenath Nicholson and 

the Great Irish Famine by Maureen O’Rourke 

Murphy is now available in paperback. 

     In April, our Recording Secretary, Marie Scalisi, 

was guest speaker at the Italian Genealogical Group’s 

monthly meeting. 

     Joe Buggy recently spoke to the Clare Roots So-

ciety in Ennis about tracing Co. Clare emigrants. 

     Tom Phelan’s latest novel of Ireland, Lies the 

Mushroom Pickers Told, is now available in paper-

back. 

Books discussed in this column are available in our 

Irish research collections at the Family History Cen-

ter in Plainview and/or the Bethpage Public Library. 

 

Index to Marriages and Deaths in the New York 

Herald (Genealogical Publishing) by James P. Maher. 

Vol. I: 1835-1855      Vol. II: 1856-1863 

Vol. III: 1864-1870    Vol. IV: 1871-1876 

These books contain an index to 52,850 marriage and 

232,325 death notices published in the New York Her-

ald from 1835 to 1876. The marriage notices include 

an alphabetical grooms index with the groom’s name, 

the bride’s name, and date of the issue of the newspa-

per in which the marriage was reported. There is also 

an alphabetical brides index listing the bride’s name, 

the name of the groom, and the date the marriage was 

reported. The death notice index contains the name of 

the deceased and the date the death was reported. Vol-

ume IV, in addition to the New York Herald death 

notices, provides an index to deaths from June 1859 

to August 1861 reported in the Phoenix, a Fenian 

newspaper published in New York.  

     These indexes are available at the reference desk 

in the Bethpage Public Library.        

     The New York Herald is available online at  

www.GenealogyBank and locally on microfilm at the 

LI Studies Institute, Hofstra University, Hempstead. 
 

Topographical Dictionary of Ireland, Vols. 1 and 2 

(Genealogical Publishing, 1995) by Samuel Lewis. 

Arranged alphabetically by place (village, parish, 

town, etc.), Lewis’s books provide a description of all 

Irish localities as they existed in 1837. They show 

where a particular civil parish was located in relation 

to the nearest town or towns; the barony, county, and 

province in which it was situated; its principal land-

lords; and the diocese in which it was located, includ-

ing the names of the Roman Catholic parishes. These 

volumes are a great resource for anyone wishing to 

learn more about life in the homeplace of their Irish 

ancestors.   

     These books are available in the Forum’s Library 

at the Family History Center in Plainview. 

 

Have you found a particular book in one of our  

Libraries to be helpful in your research? Why not let 

our readers know about it? Please send an email to us 

at newsletter@ifhf.org. 

http://www.wcwp.org/
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RESEARCH TIPS  

FINDMYPAST TO THE RESCUE 

Have you ever despaired of finding a Catholic baptis-

mal or marriage record in Manhattan—or elsewhere? 

Well, if so, your luck may be about to change. The 

subscription database FindMyPast recently introduced 

its Catholic Heritage Archives, which will eventually 

include almost all the historic sacramental registers for 

the U.S., England, and Scotland. The first three Ameri-

can archdioceses to have their records digitized are 

Philadelphia, New York, and Baltimore. As we went 

to press, some Philadelphia records had already been 

posted. See www.findmypast.com/catholicrecords. 
 

DEATH RECORDS CAN BE DEAD WRONG 

When examining a death certificate, remember the 

information was provided by a third party, not by the 

deceased. The record has a far greater chance of con-

taining errors than, say, a marriage record, where the 

details are given by the couple themselves. Sometimes 

the age or birth date on a death certificate is wrong. 

Sometimes the first names of the parents or the sur-

name of the mother is wrong; in one case, a member 

found that the supposed name of the mother was actu-

ally that of the deceased’s stepmother. In fact, at times 

it seems the only thing you can be sure about when 

reading a death certificate is that the person is dead. 
 

PLEASE DON’T IGNORE “PLEASE COPY” 

When my ancestor Mary Murphy Lowndes died in 

Manhattan in 1887, her death notice in the New York 

Herald included these words: “Sydney (New South 

Wales) papers, please copy.” This served as a clue that 

Mary had relatives in that Australian state or had per-

haps lived there herself. Later research proved that two 

of Mary’s children had gone to New South Wales un-

der an assisted emigration scheme in the late 1870s. If 

you find a “please copy” notice, don’t ignore it; it may 

be a clue to your family’s history.—Patricia Phelan 

 

ARE YOUR ANCESTORS HIDING IN BOOKS? 

Give Google Books a try when researching your fami-

ly. Enter a name and, if you know them, city of resi-

dence and occupation. A search for George Ryan, who 

owned a marble business in Manhattan in the mid-

1800s, revealed he won a silver medal in 1853 from 

the American Institute for the City of New-York for a 

“superior marble mantle.” Another search showed that 

my ancestor William Stewart, a Brooklyn police cap-

tain, was mentioned in a book of Walt Whitman’s 

notebooks and manuscripts. —Patricia Phelan 

MAGAZINES FOR GENEALOGY 

My tip is for family tree researchers to subscribe to, or 

buy, genealogy magazines. My favorites are Family 

Tree Magazine and Internet Genealogy, which give all 

types of research information.—Barbara Murphy 
 
JOHN GRENHAM’S BLOG 

Read John Grenham’s Irish Roots blog. You can sign 

up to have an email sent to you whenever a new blog 

is posted. See www.johngrenham.com/blog. 

—Barbara Murphy 

 

Do you have a research tip you'd like to share with our 

members? Email newsletter@ifhf.org. 

 

Research in Ireland in 2017 
by Patricia Phelan 

Taking a trip to Ireland this year? Why not combine 

your travels with the opportunity to further your ge-

nealogy research?   

JUNE 14–21 or SEPTEMBER 6–13 

Tracing Your Irish Ancestors  On each day of the 

Ulster Historical Foundation’s Belfast-based confer-

ence, attendees can choose between assisted research 

in PRONI, National Archives, National Library, Reg-

istry of Deeds, and other archives or a field trip to a 

place of historic interest. Click on Family History 

Conferences at www.ancestryireland.com. 

SEPTEMBER 2–3 

Genealogy Event  Topics include tracing Limerick 

ancestors, using DNA to solve family tree mysteries, 

Irish newspaper archives, the genealogical proof 

standard, U.S. records, and NYC research. Venue: 

Fitzgerald's Woodlands House Hotel, Adare, Co. 

Limerick. See www.thegenealogyevent.com. 

SEPTEMBER 25–29 

Return to the Causeway: A Journey into the Past  
The Causeway Coast and Glens (formerly Coleraine) 

Family History Society’s conference will include ses-

sions with local genealogists; talks on DNA and 

adoption, PRONI, emigration, country life in Cos. 

Antrim and Londonderry, Ulster dialects, Irish linen 

making; and bus trips. Venue: Atlantic Hotel, 

Portrush. See http://colerainefhs.org.uk. 
 

http://www.findmypast.com/catholicrecords.
mailto:newsletter@ifhf.org
http://www.ancestryireland.com
http://www.thegenealogyevent.com.
http://colerainefhs.org.uk.
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Lives of Our Irish Ancestors: Splendid Gaels 
by Jim Regan 

One of the things I find most 

fascinating about researching 

family history is that finding 

even a passing reference to an 

ancestor can lead to the most 

interesting of discoveries. For 

instance, in researching my 

Plover ancestors I reached out 

to some family members and 

to the Mayo Genealogy Group 

and the County Mayo Ireland Genealogy Forum on 

Facebook to see if anyone in these groups had infor-

mation about the Plover family from Bellaghy, Co. 

Sligo—a border town adjoined to Charlestown, Co. 

Mayo. 

       Within days, I received several responses. One 

member sent me a copy of a clipping from the Con-

naught Telegraph, dated August 20, 1908. It simply 

said, “We are informed that the Plover brothers are 

preparing to go to America. They were splendid 

Gaels, and will be missed in the district.” 

The editor must have felt the Plover 

brothers were so well known that there 

was no need to mention their first names. 

It was interesting to me that the brothers 

were called “splendid Gaels,” a reference 

to Gaelic football, a popular team sport in 

Ireland. 

      From Ellis Island records I determined 

that brothers John, Timothy, and Joseph 

Patrick (Paddy) Plover had emigrated 

from Ireland, arriving in New York 

aboard the RMS Lucania on September 5, 

1908.  So I knew the newspaper clipping 

referred to my ancestors. I decided to find 

out why the brothers were so well known 

in Charlestown and how they were con-

nected to Gaelic football. I contacted the 

Charlestown Sarsfields G.A.A. (Gaelic 

Athletic Association) Club to see if they had any in-

formation. Cathal Henry, the club’s historian, soon 

sent me a copy of Charlestown Sarsfields G.A.A. 

Club: A Recent History, 2016 NYC Tour.     

      According to a chapter titled “The Early Years,” 

the “Charlestown Sarsfields were at this stage up and 

coming and their greatest years came between 1890 

and 1905. They were able to travel out and beat all 

comers….The team which played in these matches 

was comprised of the following players: Johnny, Tim, 

Tom and Paddy Plover of Bellaghy, whose relatives 

now live at Ballinvoher, Swinford.” 

      In 1901, the Charlestown club was the reigning 

Co. Mayo champions, and as such their players, in-

cluding John and Tom Plover, made up the majority 

of the team representing Mayo in the provincial cham-

pionship game against Galway. Although the game is 

referred to as the 1901 championship, it was actually 

not played until November 9, 1902. This was partially 

because the teams consisted of players from the most 

successful community teams of the 1901 season (in 

this case, the Charlestown Sarsfields), as well as some 

of the best players from other teams in Mayo. A sort 

of all-star team. In addition, Gaelic football is a strict-

ly amateur sport, with the athletes, coaches, and man-

agers prohibited from receiving any form of payment. 

It is a sport played for the love of the game and with 

pride for the community the team represents. Games, 

therefore, were not played during the growing season, 

when the members of the teams were needed at home 

to tend to their fields. 

     The 1901 championship game was the 

first recorded Connaught final. It was 

played in Claremorris, Co. Mayo—in cen-

tral Connaught, midway between Galway 

and Sligo. According to the Connaught 

Telegraph report, the field conditions in 

Claremorris were “up-to-date, and excel-

lent order prevailed.” The players traveled 

to the field in a horse-drawn “brake,” an 

open-air carriage with longitudinal bench-

es. 

      In hard, dry weather, a large gathering 

of spectators attended the championship 

game between Mayo and Galway. While 

Galway was considered the favorite, they 

were not able to prevail against the on-

slaught of the Mayo men, which included 

my Plover forebears. The final score: 

Mayo 2-4 (10 points), Galway 0-3 (3 points). 

      Having learned the Plover brothers’ connection to 

Gaelic football, I now understand why they were so 

well known in their homeplace, and I have a greater 

appreciation of their contributions to the Charlestown 

community. I also realized that even the vaguest refer-

ence to an ancestor should never be overlooked as you 

never know where it can lead. 

 

John and Tom Plover, 1902   
Courtesy Mairead Plover Da Silva 
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
by Patricia Phelan 

The Origin and History of Irish Names of Places, 3d 

ed. (McGlashen and Gill, 1871; Forgotten Books, 

2015) by P. W. Joyce. Irish “place-names are purely 

Celtic, with the exception of 

about a thirteenth part, which are 

English….This great name sys-

tem, begun thousands of years 

ago by the first wave of popula-

tion that reached our island, was 

continued unceasingly…till it em-

braced the minutest features of 

the country…it exists almost un-

changed to this day.” So wrote  

P. W. Joyce in 1869 in the preface to the first edition 

of this work. Some places, for example, derived their 

names from historical events and people, early Irish 

saints, customs, legends, and land measures; others 

from structures like forts, cemeteries, and mills; and 

still others from physical features like hills, islands, 

caves and lakes. Do you know why so many Irish 

place-names include kill, temple, ard, derry, tully, or 

bally? Want to know what the name of your ancestral 

county, town, or townland means? You’ll find the an-

swers in this book, and a whole lot more. Available at 

https://searchworks.stanford.edu/view/117245 and 

www.amazon.com.   

 

Unofficial Guide to FamilySearch.org: How to Find 

Your Family History on the Largest Free Genealogy 

Website (Family Tree Books, 2015) by Dana 

McCullough. The free FamilySearch 

databases offer genealogists billions 

of names in millions of records. 

These include censuses, birth/

marriage/death, immigration, natural-

ization, probate, military, and other 

records. The Unofficial Guide shows 

how to use the site and how to get the 

most out of your searches.   

 

Ways of Old: Traditional Life in Ireland (O’Brien 

Press, 2000) by Olive Sharkey. How did our Irish an-

cestors live? What sort of clothes did they wear? What 

kind of houses did they live in? What activities and 

crafts did they take part in? What utensils and tools 

were found in homes and on farms? Olive Sharkey 

describes everyday life in Ireland from 1800 to 1930, 

presenting a way of life that now exists only in 

memory. 

The Other Famine: The 1822 Crisis in County Lei-

trim (History Press Ireland, 2010) by Gerard 

MacAtasney. Most students of Irish genealogy are 

aware of the famine of the 1840s, 

which sent so many fleeing from Ire-

land. But there were famines in the 

country both before and after An Gorta 

Mór, including one in 1822 in western 

and southwestern Ireland caused by the 

failure of the potato crop and scarce 

job opportunities. Author MacAtasney 

concentrates on that famine in Co. Lei-

trim, when the majority of people relied on charity to 

survive. He examines why so many people in the 

county—and throughout Ireland—depended on a sin-

gle crop for their survival; looks at the role of the land-

lords; and discusses the organizations providing relief. 
 
Van Diemen's Women: A History of Transportation 

to Tasmania (History Press Ireland, 2015) by Joan 

Kavanagh and Dianne Snowden. In 1845, a total of 

135 Irish women sentenced to trans-

portation for their crimes, along 

with their children, endured a three-

month voyage to Tasmania. The 

book discusses these women and 

examines the plight of two of them 

in depth. The first, condemned to 

death for infanticide, had her sen-

tence commuted to transportation 

for life; the second was transported 

for seven years for stealing potatoes. The punishment 

of transportation is examined, as is the legacy of the 

transported women in Tasmania. For some, their sen-

tences may have been a blessing in disguise. 
 
Irish Words and Phrases (Gill and Macmillan, 2002) 

by Diarmaid Ó Muirithe. This informative and amus-

ing little book, which offers a sample of the English 

that is spoken in Ireland, is divided into three sections: 

Anglo-Irish, Ulster Irish, and Hiberno-Irish. Do you 

know what scalteen or skillygolee is? If you overin-

dulge in either, you might be considered a gudget in 

certain parts of Ireland. Do you have a bye-name? Do 

you ever beek? We’ll stop now, before we’re accused 

of slabbering. 

Is there a book you’d like to see discussed in this col-

umn? Or would you like to write a review for us? 

Please email newsletter@ifhf.org. 

https://searchworks.stanford.edu/view/117245
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Schoolmaster from Rathea: My Ongoing Search 

by Joanne Dillon 

When I wrote “My Search 

for Michael Lynch, School-

master from Rathea” (IFHF 

Newsletter, Feb.-Apr. 

2014), I had just started 

researching my maternal 

great-grandfather’s life.1 

Since then, I’ve made much 

progress but also hit several 

brick walls. I was particularly interested in learning 

about Michael Lynch’s career as a teacher. But that 

was the first obstacle I encountered, for records 

from Rathea National School were destroyed in a 

fire in the mid-1980s. Yet research in Ireland, at 

New York City’s Municipal Archives, and on sever-

al online genealogy sites has provided me with 

enough information to put together a sketch of his 

life and the lives of his fourteen children. 

     Early Promise  Mi-

chael Lynch was born 

on September 1, 1844, 

in Gortaglana, 

Moyvane, Co. Kerry, to 

agricultural laborer Mi-

chael Lynch and Johan-

na Savage. By 1824, 

Moyvane had three 

schools and nearby 

Knockanure had two.2 

Michael’s earliest edu-

cation most likely took 

place at one of these 

schools, where he prob-

ably studied history, 

geography, Latin, and 

mathematics.3 

     At Ireland’s National Archives, the 1905 list of 

National School teachers revealed that Michael had 

also attended schools in Castleisland and Spa, near 

Tralee. By the mid-1860s, he was studying at Dub-

lin’s Marlboro Street Training College.4  His first 

teaching position was at Spa School in 1869, where 

after a month he collected his first wages—the sum 

of £1.5 He then accepted a position at Pike School in 

Rathea,6 where he gained much needed experience 

and developed his professional network through the 

North Kerry Teachers Association.7  

     A Long Career  When Rathea National School 

opened in 1875, Michael was its first teacher.8 He 

earned an annual salary of £58 and an additional £16 

for each fifteen pupils.9 An added perk: a two-room 

cottage where Michael and his first wife—my great-

grandmother Ellen Walshe who resided in 

Trieneragh, Duagh—began raising their family.  

     By 1890, his compensation had risen to £78 4s 

6p (about $9700 today). By the time the Commis-

sioner of Education compiled its list of National 

School teachers, Michael had been teaching for al-

most forty years.10 He retired soon after, for in the 

1911 census he was listed as an ex–National School 

teacher.         

     On the Home Front  Michael’s salary provided 

some level of financial security, but it was not 

enough to comfortably support his large family. Af-

ter the birth of their first child, Johanna Lynch – my 

grandmother – in1873, Michael and Ellen had seven 

more children:11 Michael Joseph (b. 1874), John (b. 

1875), Patrick (b. 

1877), Mary Anne (b. 

1878), Jane (b. 1880), 

James (b. 1882) and 

Margaret (b. 1883). 

    Shortly after the birth 

of their last child, Ellen 

died. Michael later mar-

ried Mary Dillane from 

nearby Gortaclahane; 

together they had six 

more children Thomas 

(b. 1886), Cornelius (b. 

1888), Catherine 

“Katie” (b. 1889), Mau-

rice “Mossie” (b. 1891), 

Denis Patrick  (b. 1893), 

and Helen (b. 1895) 

     What Became of the Children? Michael’s four-

teen children were educated at Rathea School. But 

Ireland’s economy affected their lives, and the fami-

ly was not immune to the familiar pattern of emigra-

tion.  

     My grandmother Johanna married Patrick Dillon 

from Gortaclahane and had fifteen children; thirteen 

survived. She lived most of her life in Gurtcreen, 

outside Listowel. Of the others who stayed in Ire-

land, Michael Joseph worked for a Kirby family in 

Rathea, while youngest child Helen married Thomas 

Barry, a postman from Mountcoal, in 1917. 

See Schoolmaster, p. 10 

Marlboro Street Training College, Dublin 
Courtesy of Joanne Dillon 
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Genealogy Meets CSI 
by Peter Kane 

An emerging crime-fighting 

technique may be coming to a 

location near you. It is a method 

of DNA analysis called familial 

DNA analysis, or “familial 

matching.” 

    Traditional crime scene in-

vestigations involve identifica-

tion of DNA and then searching 

state and national criminal DNA databases for an 

exact match. Familial DNA searches look for a rela-

tive of the person whose DNA they are seeking to 

match. Once a family relationship is established, the 

investigation can move to public information sources 

and traditional investigative techniques to narrow 

and identify potential suspects. 

     There are 10 states that currently allow familial 

DNA analysis, with varying conditions for its use. It 

is not without controversy, with law enforcement 

arguing for the enhanced ability to solve crimes and 

take violent felons off the street and critics arguing 

that it is an invasion of privacy or may mistakenly 

involve someone in a police investigation. 

     In New York, there is proposed legislation in the 

Senate (S2956A) and the Assembly (A683) that 

would allow “familial matching” in cases of violent 

crime where all other investigative techniques have 

been exhausted. It also calls for the New York State 

Commission on Forensic Science in conjunction with 

its DNA subcommittee to create a New York State 

familial search policy and to provide additional 

guidelines and recommendations for such policy. 

Presumably this would address the privacy concerns. 

     How does this affect the genealogist? Maybe not 

at all. The proposed legislation only mentions search-

ing state and federal criminal DNA databases. It does 

not mention the various genealogy DNA databases. 

Furthermore, the genealogy organizations all have 

privacy policies and privacy settings that can be set 

by the subscriber. The same goes for the family tree 

information that is maintained by these organiza-

tions. Family trees are an obvious source of infor-

mation to anyone looking to identify family relation-

ships, but they should only be accessible if they have 

been made public by the subscriber. Privacy policies 

and settings are also in place for this type of infor-

mation. 

     A quick look on ancestry.com shows that the 

company is well aware of privacy concerns, and it 

has extensive documentation on its privacy policies 

and privacy settings available to subscribers. For ex-

ample, Ancestry has settings that allow you to decide 

whether you want email notifications of possible 

DNA matches and whether you want to link your 

DNA test to family trees you have created; it also 

allows you to see any public family trees linked to 

the DNA tests of your potential matches. In its 

FAQs, Ancestry addresses how it responds to law 

enforcement requests, how data may be used in sci-

entific research, and what it may share with others. 

Other genealogy organizations—Family Tree, 

MyHeritage, 23andme, National Geographic, etc.—

all have their own specific policies and available set-

tings to protect the subscriber. (Be forewarned, some 

of the language may require some assistance to inter-

pret.) 

     It is too early to tell how the proposed legislation 

and resultant policies will end up. The good news is 

that it may make our streets safer and there are, and 

hopefully will be more, privacy protections for gene-

alogists and for the general public. We should have 

nothing to worry about, but if you see someone rum-

maging through your garbage or approaching your 

front door with a swab in hand… 

 

  Hofstra’s Irish Festival 

 

On Sunday, March 12, the Fo-

rum took part in the 19th Annual 

Irish Experience festival at Hof-

stra University in Hempstead, 

NY. Board members Michael 

Carragher, John Sorli, and Pa-

tricia Phelan volunteered to as-

sist the visitors at our booth, answering their ge-

nealogical queries and providing information 

about membership in the Forum. 

     As in the past, the Forum’s booth was a popu-

lar spot for those attending the festival, with a 

great number stopping by to learn more about 

their Irish heritage and the work done by the Fo-

rum.  

     Our genealogy books and surname maps once 

again proved to be a hit with those visiting our 

booth. For many, it was the first time they were 

able to pinpoint the location in Ireland of their 

ancestors. 
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them to protect Irish girls traveling alone to America. 

Critical of boardinghouse operators who exploited 

emigrants waiting to board liners at Queenstown, she 

founded her own O’Brien Emigrant Home, a lodging 

house for 105 residents at The Beach in Cobh. 

     In 1882, eager to experience the reality of transat-

lantic travel for emigrating Irish, O’Brien sailed to 

New York, lived in a tenement house in Washington 

St., and became convinced that something had to be 

done for emigrant girls. Advised to see Archbishop 

John Ireland, the progressive bishop of St. Paul, she 

traveled to the Midwest, presented her plan for an 

immigrant home in New York to the archbishop, and 

won his support. At the 1883 meeting of the Irish 

Catholic Colonization Society, Archbishop Ireland 

proposed O’Brien’s plan for a home for immigrant 

girls. 

     John Cardinal McCloskey of the New York arch-

diocese took up the initiative and appointed Rev. John 

Riordan chaplain of Castle Garden, with responsibil-

ity for safeguarding the interests of Irish immigrant 

girls. After founding the Mission on October 1, 

Riordan went to Ireland to advise the Irish clergy 

about the Mission and to gain their support. 

    The Mission began to function officially in January 

1884. Arriving girls who needed accommodation 

were housed in temporary quarters. In December 

1885, Riordan purchased the premises at 7 State St. 

from Isabella Wallace for $70,000. In its first year 

alone, the Mission assisted 3341 immigrants. Be-

tween 1883 and 1908, a total of 310,000 Irish emi-

grant women arrived at the Port of New York; the  

Mission looked after more than 100,000 of them. 

   The Mission soon had a parish as well as a home. 

Cardinal McCloskey directed that St. Peter’s parish 

be divided and the 1500 Catholics who lived at the tip 

of Manhattan and on the harbor islands be part of the 

newly created parish of Our Lady of the Rosary. In 

addition to parish support, the Mission began an am-

bitious program to raise funds for its services and pro-

grams for immigrants. 

     When responsibility for immigration passed from 

state to federal control in 1892, the immigrant depot 

moved from Castle Garden in Battery Park to Ellis 

Island. The first immigrant station, a timber structure, 

was destroyed by fire in 1897. The first Mission rec-

ords were lost in that fire. Immigrants were processed 

at the Barge Office until the new building at Ellis Is-

land, the rather Moorish brick structure that still 

stands, was ready for occupancy on December 17, 

1900. The Mission maintained a presence at Ellis Is-

land with its agents Patrick McCoole and Patrick 

McDonough, who interviewed immigrants, provided 

advice, helped them meet family and friends, and es-

corted those who needed accommodation to 7 State   

St. 

     When the Carpathia rescued Titanic survivors in 

1912, those young women who did not have family or 

friends to meet them were taken to the Mission. Two 

weeks later, survivors were invited back to the Mis-

sion for a debriefing and for their share of the dona-

tions given by generous New Yorkers. In the 1930s, 

the Mission published a quarterly called Old Castle 

Garden. The business manager was Rose McDermott, 

the sister of Seán MacDiarmada, who was executed 

for his part in the Easter Rising. 

     In 1954, when the immigrant traffic through Ellis 

Island slowed to a trickle, the Mission closed; Ellis 

Island officially closed a year later. The Mission itself 

was saved from demolition when the premises were 

designated the Shrine of St. Elizabeth Bayley Seton. 

Mother Seton once lived at 8 State Street. 

     In 2013, the Battery Heritage Foundation was cre-

ated to support the Mission’s educational and cultural 

programs. At Watson House at 7 State St., a perma-

nent exhibition now documents the Mission’s history 

as an agency that aided Irish immigrant women. A 

traveling version of the exhibition has been touring 

Ireland, and its American counterpart will travel to 

Irish centers in the U.S., beginning at St. Catherine 

University in St. Paul. 

     What happened to the young women who were 

served by the Mission? Currently the Mission is  

trying to identify these women and to create a longitu-

dinal study of them. If members of the Forum can 

provide information about any of 

these women, they should email 

maureen.o.murphy@hofstra.edu. 
 

About the Author  Forum member 

Maureen O’Rourke Murphy, Profes-

sor Emerita at Hofstra University, is 

the historian, with John Ridge, of the 

Irish Mission at Watson House. 

 

Immigrant Girls, from p. 1 

The Forum Needs YOU 
We are always looking for a few good volun-

teers. Can you spare a couple of hours to work 

at the Forum booth at a genealogy event? Serve 

as our legal adviser? Assist with refreshments or 

sell 50/50 chances at our meetings? Write an 

article or proofread for the Newsletter? Help 

with special projects from time to time?  If so, 

please email newsletter@ifhf.org. 

mailto:newsletter@ifhf.org
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     Two children followed in Michael’s footsteps and 

became National School teachers. Maurice “Mossie” 

Lynch was educated at De La Salle College in Water-

ford. He succeeded his father as a teacher at Rathea 

School, working there until he retired in 1957.  In 

1911, Jane, also a National School teacher, lived with 

her older brother Patrick, a hardware merchant in Kil-

lorglin. To date, this is as far as I’ve been able to trace 

her.12 

     Patrick apprenticed as a clerk at a Listowel hard-

ware store and later moved to Tralee. In 1909, he mar-

ried Mary O’Connor Dalton, a shopkeeper from Kil-

lorglin. Early in 1911, Mary and their four- 

month-old infant son died. Patrick then married Cathe-

rine Mangan from Beaufort, with whom he had two 

sons. Patrick died suddenly in 1918. Six months later, 

Catherine succumbed to Spanish influenza. Mossie 

Lynch then helped raise his orphaned nephews, both of 

whom were also educated at De La Salle College.13 

     Off to America  Michael’s sons James, Thomas, 

Denis, Cornelius, and John emigrated to America, 

married, and settled in the Bronx or Manhattan. James 

Lynch married Alice McCabe and was a trolley car 

conductor. He was unemployed for several years dur-

ing the Depression but eventually found work as a por-

ter at the Hospital for Joint Diseases. Family lore says 

he actively served with the U.S. army during World 

War I, but according to his naturalization papers, he 

entered U.S. military service on November 11, 1918,  

and was discharged that same day – Armistice Day, 

the official end of World War I.  

     Thomas, Denis, and Cornelius Lynch worked as 

railroad guards, building managers, dockworkers, and 

sanitation workers. With John, I followed several false 

trails and began to doubt he had ever come to America 

until I discovered he had witnessed Cornelius’s 1928 

marriage to Catherine Broderick at St. Aloysius 

Church on West 132nd St.  

     Those Elusive Lynch Women  As with Jane 

Lynch, I can follow Margaret and Kate only so far. 

Margaret worked as a seamstress in Listowel, while 

Kate remained in Rathea. But Mary Anne is a com-

plete mystery. A certificate confirms her birth on De-

cember 18, 1878, to Michael and first wife Ellen. In 

1895, she was a sponsor at her half-sister Helen’s bap-

tism, but I find no trace of her after that.  

     Completing the Puzzle   Searching for my many 

Lynch ancestors is akin to assembling a jigsaw puzzle 

with thousands of small pieces. Sometimes, the search 

is frustrating. But then a clue emerges that allows me 

to fill in another piece of the puzzle, and I am off again 

on a fascinating genealogical journey – tracing the 

Lynches of Rathea. 

Notes  
1
“My Search for Michael Lynch, Schoolmaster from 

Rathea,” Newsletter of the Irish Family History Forum, vol. 

24, no. 1, Feb.–Apr. 2014, pp. 7–8. 
2Gabriel Fitzmaurice, “A Sketch of Formal Schooling in 

Moyvane 1804–1933.” Published on www.moyvane.com . 

Accessed Dec. 11, 2015. National Folklore Collection, Irish 

Folktale Project, 1938. www.duchas.ie. Accessed Nov. 4, 

2015. In a tale dictated by Maurice Lynch (Muiris 

O’Loignssig), Rathea School, to his daughter Maureen, 

Maurice, one of Michael Lynch’s sons, mentions that Mi-

chael was originally from Knockanure. 
3P. J. Dowling, The Hedge Schools of Ireland (Cork: Mer-

cier Press, 1968), p. 43. 
4List of National School Teachers Employed by the Commis-

sioner of National Education in 1905. Accessed Sept. 14, 

2015, at the National Archives of Ireland, Dublin. 
5National Teachers Salary Books, Co. Kerry, 1869-1870. 

National Archives of Ireland. Accessed Sept. 14, 2015. 
6Colm Rohan. “History of Rathea School.” First published 

in the Rathea/Irremore Journal, Jan. 1994. 
7The Irish Teachers Journal and Assistant, vol. 3, no. 25,  

p. 239, 1870. Accessed on Google Books on Feb. 12, 2017. 

North Kerry Assn. notes submitted by Michael Cussen, of 

Finuge, Secretary to the Association, mention M. Lynch, 

Rathea, as a regular dues-paying member and attendee at 

meetings. 
8Colm Rohan. “A History of Rathea School.” 
9“National School Teachers Salaries.” A report, issued on  

Apr.1, 1875, indicated that Her Majesty’s government had 

given all teachers in Ireland’s National Schools a salary in-

crease. Catalogue.nli.ie/record. Accessed Sept. 14, 2015, 

National Library of Ireland, Dublin.  
10“Enhanced British Parliamentary Papers on Ireland: Re-

turns Related to Schools in Ireland.” Google Books. Ac-

cessed on June 9, 2013.  List of National School Teachers 

Employed by the Commissioner of National Education in 

1905.  
11At Ireland’s General Records Office, Dublin, I found nu-

merous birth, marriage, and death records for members of 

the Lynch family. 
12Jane is listed as a National School teacher in the 1901 cen-

sus, visiting a Kirby family in Rathea. In 1911, she is rec-

orded in Killorglin but no occupation is listed. 
13Letter from Gerard Lynch to Joanne Dillon, Jan. 4, 2012. 

Gerard was Mossie Lynch’s youngest son.  
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At the Forum This Fall… 

SEPTEMBER 16  Shellee Morehead, CG, Using DNA  

to Solve a Family Tree Mystery 

OCTOBER 21  Tara Rider, Journey of Hope: The Irish 

in New York* 

NOVEMBER 18  Kathleen McGee, Irish Genealogy 101 

*This program, which is free and open to the public, is 

made possible through the support of the New York Council 

for the Humanities’ Public Scholars program. 

http://www.moyvane.com
http://www.duchas.ie
http://catalogue.nli.ie/


 

 Newsletter of the Irish Family History Forum                                                                                                    May-July  2017   11

Membership benefits include monthly genealogy lec-

tures and Genealogy Tips sessions; a subscription to 

our award-winning quarterly Newsletter; Ask the Ex-

perts sessions offering consultations with experienced 

genealogists; access to the Members Only area of our 

website, including a Surname Database; access to our 

Irish genealogy research collection at the Bethpage 

Public Library; borrowing privileges at our John Ro-

wane Memorial Library, housed in the Family History 

Center in Plainview; a welcome packet; and participa-

tion in special events, such as guided tours and muse-

um visits. Members also enjoy the camaraderie of, 

and can share their research experiences with, a group 

of dedicated genealogists. 

Would You Like to Join the Irish Family History Forum? 

 
IRISH FAMILY HISTORY FORUM  

                                                                                                                              

NAME:_______________________________________________      NEW MEMBER OR RENEWAL?_____________________ 

 

STREET: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY: ________________________________ STATE: ___________  ZIP CODE (9 DIGITS)____________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE: ___________________   EMAIL: ________________________   NEWSLETTER:  PAPER ______  DIGITAL______ 

 

INDIVIDUAL: $25 (FOREIGN, $30) ____________  FAMILY: $35 ________________  DONATION TO THE FORUM __________ 

  

Please make check payable to Irish Family History Forum and mail to Treasurer, IFHF, PO Box 67, Plainview, NY 11803-

0067, or  join online using our website at www.ifhf.org.  

 

NATIONAL EVENTS 

MAY 10–13 

Family History Lives Here 

National Genealogical Society 2017 National Con-

ference, Raleigh, NC. www.ngsgenealogy.org. 

 

JUNE 25–30 AND JULY 16–21 

Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh 

La Roche College, Pittsburgh, PA, in the northern 

suburbs of Pittsburgh. Week-long courses for geneal-

ogists of all levels. www.gripitt.org. 

 

JULY 23–28 

Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research      
University of Georgia, Athens, GA. Educational fo-

rum for the discovery, critical evaluation, and use of 

genealogical sources and methodology through a 

week of intensive study. www.ighr.gagensociety.org. 

 

AUGUST 30–SEPTEMBER 2 

Fed. of Genealogical Societies Natl. Conference 
Local host: Western Pennsylvania Genealogical So-

ciety, Pittsburgh, PA. www.fgsconference.org. 

 

Ceád Míle Fáilte 

To Our New Members! 

 

 

 

Betsy Elwell, Yardley, PA 

Alec Ferretti, Bellmore, NY 

Jeffery Grahn, Somers, NY 

Kathleen Healy, Mountainside, NJ 

Cinthia Mahon, Huntington, NY 

Doreen McIlwaine, Brentwood, NY 

Kevin McManus, East Setauket, NY 

Heather Quinlan, Sunnyside, NY 

James Short, Manhasset, NY 

http://www.ifhf.org.
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
http://www.gripitt.org/
http://ighr.gagensociety.org.
http://www.fgsconference.org
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LOCAL GENEALOGY EVENTS 

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 12:30–5 P.M. 

Family History Day. The Patchogue-Medford Genealo-

gy Group is hosting a four-session genealogy program: 

NYC Databases, History Recording Studies, Parent/

Teen Family History Workshop, and a “Who Do You 

Think You Are?” program. Registration is required. 

See www.pmlib.org for details. Patchogue-Medford 

Public Library, 54-60 E. Main St., Patchogue, NY. 

TUESDAY, MAY 23, 2 P.M. 

Ship Passenger Lists and Maritime Research. Learn the 

genealogy research methods and resources related to 

ship passenger lists for vessels arriving at U.S. ports in 

the 19th and 20th centuries. NY Public Library, 

Schwarzman Building, Fifth Ave. at 42nd St., NYC. See 

www.nypl.org. This program is also available on 

Thursday, July 27, at 2 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2 P.M. 

Researching the History of Your New York City Home. 

Learn about the history of the NYC home of your an-

cestors. NY Public Library. Details: see May 23. This 

program is also available on Wed., August 9, at 2 p.m. 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 9:30–NOON 

Photo Fixing with Philip Hayes. Westchester County 

Genealogical Society. Aldersgate United Methodist 

Church, 600 Broadway (US 9), Dobbs Ferry, NY. See 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nywegs. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2 P.M. 

Researching Naturalization Records. Learn about the 

type of information contained in the naturalization rec-

ords of ancestors who became U.S. citizens. NY Public 

Library. Details: see May 23. This program is also 

available on Wednesday, August 16, at 2 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 7–8:30 P.M. 

Finding Your Family in the Census. Discover ways to 

search the U.S. census for your ancestors. Registration 

is required. See www.pmlib.org for details. Patchogue-

Medford Public Library. Details: see May 6. 

http://www.ifhf.org
http://www.pmlib.org
http://www.nypl.org
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nywegs
http://www.pmlib.org

